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Introduction: Context and Vision

Motivating Public Investment in Parks
Parks, open space, and recreational facilities are critical components ¥
2T I O2YYdzyAdeéeQa lidz t AGe Paks AT 8
providesocial, environmental, and economic benefits. '

1 Social BenefitsProvide @portunities for exercise, sport,
social interactionrelaxation, contemplation and education;
contribute to community culture and aesthetics.

T Environmental Benefits\osorbstorm-water runoff and Figurel: Greenways and parkways provide travelwamore natural settings
buffer streams lower ambient air temperaturgmprove air and help reduce stresses associated with urban environments
quality; and provia habitat for dants and animals.

1 EconomicBenefits Attract skilled labor to live nearby and
entrepreneurial companies to locate in the vicinity

(See Appendigfor more information on the benefits of
parks and open space.)

Rethinking Parks z A System of Connected Parts

Parks and open space come in many configuratiansluding
traditional playing fields, picnic areas, woodlastieam valleys,
greenways and trails, neighborhood playgrounds, downtown pocket
parks, and even green streets. When used together, they caater

a park system that stretches throughout a City, incorporating
natural systems into everyday life.

Figure2: An indoor swimming facility offers yearound exerciseand relaxation
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The Urgent Need for Parks

The 200%Report of theTask Force o®pen Space Acquisition
referencesa passage from th&964A Study of Parks and Recreation
Facilities in Falls Church, VA:

It is late!ln studying the Master Plan of 1956, we find that we have
gone backward, rather than forward, ingaring land for park
purposesAt this time there is so little undeveloped land available
that the City must take bold steps to acquire any at all, let alone
what a city of this size and character should have.

Obviously, tis is true even more so todayhe tablebelow
demonstrates that the City has among the fewest acres of local
parkland per resident and, along with the Town of Vienna, less local
parkland as a percent of total acreage than any of our other
neighbors.

Jurisdiction Acres ofLocaly LocalParkland as
OwnedParkland per| Percentage of Total
1,000 Residents Land Area

City of Falls Church 3.9 3.8%

Town of Vienna 6.7 3.8%

City of Fairfax 10.6 6.2%

City of Alexandria 3.8 5.7%

Arlington County 4.1 5.5%

Fairfax County 20.5 9.6%

Source] 2 O f WdTFsiDRpaieAt? y & Q
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Vision Statement z The Park System of the Future

Build upon existing parks within the City ®vdlopa well-

maintained safe and connectegark, operspace, and recreation
system that provides a range of amenitieahancesatural
ecosystemsghrough the use of green infrastructyr@nd contritutes

to a sense of pladay enhancing and relating to adjacent land uses

The above vision statement is composed of the following
component goals:

T

Maintain high quality parks, open sp& and recreation

facilities.

Acquire new open space for parks and recreationgeily

rectangular field space and connections between and

among existing parks.

Increase/Enhance recreation programs.

LYONBIasS (KS /AdeQa LWRGSOUSR vy
habitat and tree canopy, buffer streams, decrease

stormwater runoff, and enhance air quality.

LYONBFasS (G4KS /AlGe@Qa 3INBSYy AyTNI
mobility and link parks to each other and to City

neighborhoods.

Ensure the safety of parks througicreased visibility,

enhanced patrolling, and lighting.

Design parks so that they relate to surrounding uses. This

includes using parks to servelasth buffers andas

gateways to different land uses and scadé development.
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Chapter Organization

Theremainder of this chapter describes the existing conditions,
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recreation facilities.

How to Use This Plan
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shaping the futire of the City. It establishes priorities for parks,

open space, and recreatigiianning efforts and project§his

chapter also recognizes that implementation must remain flexible

to changing conditions and that priorities will change. Therefore,

thisch LJG SNJ aK2dzZ R 0SS dz&aSR a | af AQdAy

This chapter should be used as a framework for scheduling projects
and documenting completed projectEhe project locations and
elements described in this chapter are conceptual. Specific location
and design deisions are intended to be worked out on a projbgt
project basis during implementation.

Figure3: Ponds and other water features beautify parks, enhance habitat, and
provide pleasant settings for park visitors.

Specific tasks in the Plan are scheduled in one of three timeframes:
short term, medium term, and long term. Those terms refer to the
following ranges:

Timeframe Expected Completion

Short Term 2016to 2018
Medium Term 2019to 202

Long Term 2022 or later

In addition to implementation timeframespscific taskglso
include cost estimates in both staff costs and dollar costs. Staff costs

Figure4: A dog park provides opportunities for people and their pets to interact. . . .
g g parkp PP peop P are Computed INn persofyears. For example, a project that requires
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1.0 PersorYears (PY) could be accomplishedbgemployee
working fulltime on the project for one year, lwo employees
each working halftime on the project for one year, ordne
employee working halftime on the project for two years.

Development Review

During development review, developers, staff, and boards and
commissions should refer to thasion, goals, andmtegies
enumerated in this chapter as well gsesific policies and projects.
Additionally ,implementation plans that are adopted pursuant to

this chapter as well as any implementation plans that are included

in the chapter by referencehould also be awsidered All of these
reference Lt I ya | NB LI NI 2F GKS / AdGe
should be used to guide development of the City. A list of these

plans is included in Appendix A. Figure5: Small parks provides places to meet wittiends and family or simply to
relax

Existing Conditions

Land Area and Amenities

The City operates 18 parkgluding natural open space areas,
greenways, and designed parks with picnic areas, playground
equipment, and playing fields. The W&OD Trail rofhtvay

includes a 16.1 acre swath through the City that is maintained by
the Northern Virginia Regional Paklathority NOVA ParRsThe

Tinner Hill Historic Site is also operated by NOVA PahlesMap of
9EAAGAY3T tIN)l&d aKz2e¢a GKS /AGéQ
facilities.
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Figure6: A disc golf course offers exercise and fun for all ages.
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Recreation Facilities

The City has one recreational facility: the Community Center
complex next to Cherry Hill Park. It features a rpltipose
gymnasium, game room, hobby classrooms, and meeting spaces.
The building also serves as a senior center, teen center, recreation
center, entertainment center, preschool, informational center,
emergency sheltemnd meeting place for many of the social, club,
and organizational activities in Falls Church.

/| KSNNE | Aff CIFNXYK2dzaS | yR
Department of Recrdaon and Parks and are used for a variefy
social and cultural events.

I Ny

Falls Churchesidents also utilize school facilities within the City
(after school hours) and other facilities in neighboring Arlington and
Fairfax Counties for recreational and amumity use.

Inventory

Pages3 through10present an inventory of the @tQa LJ NJ &
their amenities A Master Plan has been developed for all these
parks, with the exception of Fort Taylor Park.
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Figure7: Playgrounds providehildren opportunities for play and social
interaction.

Figure8: Attractive streetscapes create public places where people can meet and
relax
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